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Ask the
onsul

“Your chance to ask the Consul General at the
U.S. Embassy, Islamabad your visa related gquestion”

(AP photo)

Q: How do I apply for a student visa?

A: You should begin by filling out the DS-160 Online Nonimmigrant
Visa Electronic Application found on your local embassy or consulate
website. As part of the visa application process, an interview at the
embassy consular section is required for visa applicants from age 14
through 79, with few exceptions. Persons age 13 and younger, and age
80 and older, generally do not require an interview, unless requested by
embassy or consulate. The waiting time for an interview appointment
for applicants can vary, so early visa application is strongly encouraged.
During the visa application process, usually at the interview, an ink-free,
digital fingerprint scan will be quickly taken. Some visa applications
require further administrative processing, which takes additional time
after the visa applicant’s interview by a Consular Officer. Also, because
each student’s personal and academic situation is different two students
applying for same visa may be asked different questions and be required
to submit different additional documents.
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O: Who qualifies for a student visa?

A: The Immigration and National Act is very specific with regard
to the requirements that must be met by applicants to qualify for the
student visa. The consular officer will determine whether you qualify
for the visa. Additionally, applicants must demonstrate that they
properly meet student visa requirements including:

Have a residence abroad, with no immediate intention of abandoning
that residence;

Intend to depart from the United States upon completion of the
course of study; and

Possess sufficient funds to pursue the proposed course of study.

Q: When Do I Need to Apply for My Student Visa?

A: Students are encouraged to apply for their visa at least 90 days in
advance of when they want to travel to the U.S. Students should note
that Embassies and Consulates are able to issue your student visa
120 days or less, in advance of the course of study registration date.
1f you apply for your visa more than 120 days prior to your start date
or registration date as provided on the Form 1-20, the Embassy or
Consulate will hold your application until it is able to issue the visa.
O: What documents do I need to present during my student
visa interview?

A: Each applicant for a student visa must submit these forms and

documentation as explained below:

+  Form I-20A-B, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant
(F-1) Student Status-for Academic and Language Students or
Form I-20M-N, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant
{M-1) Student Status for Vocational Students, provided to you
by your school. You and your school official must sign the 1-20
form.

*  You will also be asked to submit a certification page of your DS-
160 Online Nonimmigrant Visa Electronic Application (visit
http://islamabad.usembassy.gov/ for’ more details on how to
complete this form).

* A passport valid for travel to the United States and with a
validity date at least six months beyond the applicant’s intended
entry into the United States.

*  One (1) 2x2 photograph.

+ A MRY fee receipt to show payment of the visa application fee.

+  The SEVIS I-901 fee receipt.

In addition, all applicants should also be prepared to provide:

+  Transcripts and diplomas from previous institutions attended;

+  Scores from standardized tests required by the educational
institution such as the TOEFL, SAT, GRE, GMAT, etc,;

+  TFinancial evidence that shows you or the person(s) who are
sponsoring you have sufficient funds to cover your tuition and
living expenses during the period of your intended study.

Additional Information

No assurances regarding the issuance of visas can be given in advance.
Therefore final travel plans or the purchase of non-refundable tickets
should not be made until a visa has been issued.

Unless previously canceled, a visa is valid until its expiration date.
Therefore, if the traveler has a valid U.S. visa in an expired passport,
do not remove the visa page from the expired passport. You may use
it along with a new valid passport for travel and admission to the
United States.
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